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B. Internal town level. The objects are visual dominants only for the part of the

town. These are residences, palaces, small castles, and so on. These objects form
the closest environment for spectators and create special image for some parts of
the town.

The preserved civil buildings are clustered in small architectural ensembles.
They form the general image of the town. One may identify the ancient town
centre that facilitates the orientation of a person in a town space.
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Fig. 2. The Town Stara Sil. Villa Anna

C. On the local level. Visual attractiveness may appear on the basis of stylistic

contrast when the historic building is surrounded by the modern building con-
struction. The monuments, memorials, sculpture compositions, fountains that
work as space vectors, have a great influence in creating the architectural at-
tractiveness of the town. Today, the construction process with the assistance of
the Polish side in Lviv region is less noticeable. As a rule, these are restoration,
renovation of the historic objects, ensembles (Polish Roman Catholic churches
and monasteries), the renovation of cemeteries, as well as the building of the
new facilities near these constructions. The renovated buildings get new color-
ful decorations, that make it more visual in the environment. During the con-

GLL No. 2+ 2014



THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE POLISH ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE... 51

struction of the new Polish Roman Catholic churches the tradition of its visual
approaching is preserved. Borynia town is an example of such a situation. It is
located near the important international highway, but because of the specific
relief is almost unnoticeable from that spot. A traveler views only a newly built
chapel while going by (Figure 3). It is located at the outskirts. Such a location
makes it a chief visual marker of Borynia.
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Fig. 3. Borynia town. The view of the chapel from the highway

4. Research results

1. The architectural environment of the towns of Lviv region was formed under the
influence of West-European architecture. The Polish cultural influence was the me-
diator of the process.

2. The Polish Roman Catholic churches and fortification objects are the chief dominants
in the majority of towns in Lviv region. Greater part of them were constructed dur-
ing the Polish times. Along with the objects built according to the local architectural
traditions they form a unique image combining at the limited territory different ap-
proaches to the town planning and the location of the architectural dominants.
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3. The preserving of these two approaches to the formation of architectural environ-
ment of the town with the compositional balance promotes the unique view of
towns of Lviv region and the formation of its architectural attractiveness.
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